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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study status and roles of female characters
in short story collections: Among a Herd of Goats with Broken Backs written by
Ummesalam Uma. Instruments were a form recording female characters in short story
collections: Among a Herd of Goats with Broken Backs and table analysis of a form
recording female characters in short story collections: Among a Herd of Goats with
Broken Backs. Ten short stories from the above book were analyzed using descriptive
statistics.

The results were as follows: Female characters’ types of status are ascribed
status and achieved status. The first one involved status of daughters while the latter
one were marital status, educational status, and occupational status. For the roles of
female characters, two roles were found: a role in a family and an occupational role.
The first role included a role of being a child, a role of being a sibling, a role of marriage,
a role of being a mother, and a role of being a grandmother.

Keywords: Status, Roles, female characters
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